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Then ſaid Samnel to the People, Come and 
let us go to Gilgal, and renew the King- 
dome there; and all the People went tg 
|  Gilgal, and there they made Saul King 
| | before the Lord in Gilgal : And there they 4 

ſacrificed Sacrifices of Peace-Offerings be» , 


fore the Lords and there Saul, and all the 
Men of Iſrael, rejoyced greatij. 2 
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TOR the applying the Text to my preſent 
1 Purpoſe, I need but ſhew you the Occaſion 4 
of the Aſſembly, and their Improvement of that ; 
Occafion in the Wards I have read to you. _ 
_ Firſt, We may know the Occaſiqn of this Aſ- 
ſembly, by looking back on the Conrexe, *T'was 
Twofold. e 
The Enemies Invafion, Ver. 1. f 4 
wn: 77 Rn k 


i. 
IſraePs Deliverance, which was double; An In- 
vaſion prevented, a Victory obtain'd, the Sub- 


ject of this Chapter, and the Subje& of this Day. 
I. The Enemies Invaſion. Ver. 1. Then Nahaſh the 


* Ammonite came up and encamped againſt Jabeſb-Gilead. 


This they were menaced and affrighted with : He 
came prepared with Force and Arms, and big 
with Hopes and Confidence of Succeſs. There 
was nothing to keep him at a Diſtance ; no- 
thing to hinder his Approach to the very Walls 
of Jabeſh, which he beſieged. And if this City 
was weak, if it was ſecure and unarmed, and 
if it was divided too, the more awakening was 
the Diſpenfation. 

It was ſuch; an Alarm as this, that we are this 


Day to take a thankful Notice of, when our Ad- 


verſary did lately ride upon our Seas, braving 
it along our Coaſts, hanging out their Flag with- 
in Sight of our Harbours, and deſigning to make 
their Entrance into one of the moſt commodi- 
ous of, them | p | Pg 
Now, ſuch an Inyaſion is one of the moſt 
ſhocking Providences that can befall a City, or 
a Nation; and makes the Hearts of Citizens to 
die within them; in as much as it ſpeaks the 
greater Bgldneſs and Power of the Enemy; makes 
Danger nearer to us; gives Opportunity te all 
the diſaffected to diſplay their Malice; brings 
all the Terrors and Diſtreſſes of War within 
Sight and hearing; ſeizes ang overwhelms Wo- 
men and Children, and all the weaker ſpirited; 
that the Men of Conduct and Valour have at ſuch 
a Time worſe Enemies to conflict with within 
than without, viz. The Fears, the Shrieks and 
Fd SB en ds Crys, 
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8 (3) 3 
Crys, the Swooningꝑs and Diſtractions, the pallid 
and Death-like Looks of Wives and Children. 
It will not be improper if I conſider ſome Pare 
_ ticulars of this Invaſion agreeable to the Con- 
text, and not very far diſtant from the Occaſion 
of the preſent Day. n 
1. Who were the Invaders of this Part of the 
Tribe of Manaſſeh? The Ammonites, the inveterate 
Enemies of J/rae/. Their Enmity is remarkable 
from the Time of their coming out of Egypt, 
Deut. XXIII. 4. They met yon not with Bread and with 
Water in the way, when ye came forth out of Egypt, 
and bired againſt thee Balaam the Son of Beor to 
curſe thee. They had formerly laid Claim to this 
Land in the Days of Jepthah, Judg. XI. 13. The 
"King of the Children of Ammon anſwered to the 
Meſſengers of Fepthah, becauſe Iſrael took away 
M Land, when they came up out of Egypt, from 
Arnon even unto Fabbock, and unto Jordan; now 
therefore reſtore thoſe Lands again peaceably. Now 
they were come again to renew their old Pre- 


tent b | 
The late Invaſion was founded on a pretended 1 
Title to Great Britain : And who was it that 4 
hindred Scotland's matching with Enoland, in Henry = 4 
the Eighth's Time, but a French Faction that _ 
hated England for its emerging out of Popery, = 


which is worſe than the Bondage of Egypt. 
2. Who were the Invaded ? The Men of Jabeſh- ; 
Gilead, who were North-Eaſt from Jeruſalem | 
about Fifry Two Miles, in a remote Corner of the _ b 
Land, beyond Jordan, far from the Help of their 4 
Brethren : But there were other Circumſtances * 
beſides the Scituation of the Place, that gave Ad- 1 
vantages to theſe Beſiegers. T heſe Gileadires mate 4 


Cy 
ed Numbers and Strength to make Reſiſtance: 
For not long before the Inbabitants had been 
{koghrer'd by the Iſraelites, for not coming to 
their Aſſiſtance agaialt the Benjamites, Judg. XXI. 
8. And they ſaid, what one is there of the Tribes of 
"1/r ael that came not up to Miſpeh to the Lord? And 
behld there came none to the Camp from Jaheſh- 
Gilead to the Aſembly. _ . 
This might breed a Strangeneſs and Diſaffe- 
ction betwixt them and the other Tribes; and fo 
render it more unlikely for them to be reſcu'd 
and deliver'd thereby. This Old Quarrel and 
Diſtance of Affection was, no Doubt, one chief 
* chat gave the Enemies a Proſpect of Suc- 
ces. .c 
Some ſuch Encouragements might the late In- 
waders preſume upon, when they deſign'd an In- 
vaſion on the North Part of Great Britain, which 
was remote from whatever Army we had to re- 
pel them; and our Land-Soldiers mult have been 
fatigu'd with long Marches before they could 
have reach'd them; and by that Time the Ene- 
my might have grown very ſtrang. Beſides, 
they knew what Heats and Animoſities had for- 
merly been between thoſe once Two Nations, En- 
1 gland and Scotland; and how the Scotch had been 
* hirraſs'd and diſtreſſed, and look'd upon them- 
E - ſelves as diſoblig'd by us. Some ſuch Circum- 
E | ſtances as theſe made them ſure of a better 
Event than Divine Providence would favour them 
with; for which we ſhould bleſs the Lord. 
3 The Time when thoſe Ammonites encamped 
E 224iaſt Jabeſh-Gilead. It was when there was a 
4 great Alteration in the Government, which uſually 
occalioas great Diſorders. There was * 
/ | 0 
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499 
of Sammel's Government. A new Governour, and 
a new Way of Governing waser up.“ There 
were many Non- jurors and diſaffected Per ſons in 
Iſrael, who inſolently contemned King Saul. See 
1 Sam. XI. wit. with XI. 12. ast! 
Inſomuch that ſome learned Men think that 
Saul was forc'd to retire a while, and to lead a 
private Life, and to leave Affairs as yet to Sam- 
uel's Management, till Providence bad open'd 
him a fairer Way for executing his Regal Au- 
thority, Chap. 11. 5. Behold Saul came after the 
Herd ont of the Field, &c. The Enemy might 
hope for a Confederacy with the diſcontented 3 
and that thoſe would make mo Reſiſtance if they 
made them no Help, At the ſame Time the Phi- 
liſtines alſo were ready to invade them on the 
other Side of their Country. This vnſettled and 


_ diſtreſſed State of Things was an hopeful Op- 


portunity to the Adverſary. nating hy on 

And fince that Time, the Children of -this 
World have been no leſs wife in their Generati- 
on: For it was a Seaſon no leſs flattering to our 
Enemies, when the French attempted this nvaſion 
on us. Tho? there was then no Change in the 
Government, yet Two Important Points hat 
been gained in it. The one was the ſettling the 
Succeſſion of the Two Kingdems in the Froteſt ant 


the Enemy, who after the Death of our Gracioas 
Sovereign Queen ANNE, (whom Ged long pre- 
ſerve) hoped to divide England and Scotland by 
Eternal Feuds, under Two different Heads. The 
other was the Union of Two Kinędoms into one: 
— — — — — d e — . 

* Joſephus tells us it was but a Month before this Emtamp- 
mens made by the Ammonites Ant. Lib. VI. C. 5. Mai 
uriger, .. Aud 


8) 
And this latter was oppoſed as the laſt Effort 
that our Enemys could make, to render us un- 
happy amongſt our ſelves, and expoſe us all to 
their own Fury and overgrowing Power. As ic 
had been long hindred, and was at laſt accompliſh- 
ed in Spight of great Oppoſitions to it; ſo it 
left many uneaſy and diſcontented Spirits, which 
gave the Enemy Hope of ſome great Rebellion 
and Inſurrection in the Land, if there was but an 
Invaſion from without to favour it. This there- 
fore was attempted on that Part of this Nation 
which was moſt ſecure and leaſt provided againft 


them; and where the Equivalent Money was 


lodg'd, which might eaſily have been ſeized, had 
they landed: And all this at a Time when the 
Army was abroad, engag'd with a potent Enemy, 
that threaten'd greater Danger on another Side 
of us. Thus the Invaſion was tim'd, but thro' 
Divine Goodneſs was prevented. 

4. The Reception theſe Invaders met with. A 


ſneaking ſinful Compliance, Ver. 1. And all the 


Men of Ffabeſh ſaid unto Nahaſh, make a Covenant 
with us, and we will ſerve thee. *Tis likely this 
was but what the haughty Ammonites expected; 
but *cis ſtrange the Gileadites ſhould neither be ſo 
honeſt, nor ſo wiſe, as to fruſtrate ſuch an Expecta- 
tion. What, make a Covenant with them on the 
firſt Offers of an Invaſion ! Where was their Love 
to their Country? Where was their Fidelity to 
their Prince? Where was their Sincerity to their 
Religion * Where their Faithfulneſs to their God? 

Nay, where was their Policy? For what Terms 
could they make for themſelves with ſuch Jaola- 
ters? Such old and incurable Enemies to God's 
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Bot this was like their, who hop'd to have 

60 00 the Hands of a Popiſh Prince, and to have 

made a Friend of him, whole Religion reaches 
him to keep no Faith with Heretic; and whoſe 

Practice it is to keep Faith with no Body, when 
his Intereſt tempts him to break it. 

Here was not (that we read of) one Stroke 

ſtruck, nor one Arrow ſhot in Defence of them- 
| ſelves; but they ſeek their own Protection in a 
Covenant with them, againſt the Command of 
od, Deut. XXIII. 3, 6. Ar Ammonite, or Mo- 
ahite 'ſball not enter into the Congregation of the 
Lord for ever. Thou ſhalt not feek their peace, nor 
their proſperity for ever. Thus abje& and diſpiri- 
'red are Men when they abandon their Religion, 
their Loyalty and Natural Affection, to their Di- 
ſtruſt of God, their Revenge of their Brethren, 
do their own Eaſe and Slothfulacſs, and the cor- 
rupt ſlaviſh Principles imbib'd by them, 
Had the late Ive r, landed, and rais'd an in- 
teſtine War, Mho would have Rood neuter, who 
would have baſely comply d, and who would 
have boldly confederated with them, and fought on 
their side, the Lord knows; tis well we know 
not. 

5. The Anſwer which the Mace gave to 
this Propobal, Ver. 2. And Nahaſh the Ammonite 
anſwered Tant on this Condition will I make a Cove- 

nant with you ; that I may thruſt ont all your right 
Eyes, and lay it jor a Reproach upon all Iſrael. "If 
theſe Ammonites had any Thing of true Great- 
neſs of Spirit, as it is call'd, they could not bur 
think that theſe G'/eadites deſerved to loſe one 
Eye, who whea they had both could nat ſee their 
vun latereſt better, than ſo tamely to yield ap 
3 their 
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1403 
their Cauſe and Poſſeſſions. Their truckling Sub- 
miſſion rais'd the Spirit and Demands of the 
Enemy; and they muſt purchaſe their Friendſhip 
with the Loſs of their Honour, their Beauty, and 
their Strength. They muſt have no Agreement 
yich them, but ſuch as vile Slaves may expect: 
When God's People ſink into a Diſtruſt of him, 
and into a {laviſh Fear of Men, they raiſe the Cou- 
rage and Confidence of their Enemies. The Men 
of Jabeſh muſt be qualify d with the Loſs of one Eye 
to ſerve them: Theſe New Maſters deſign'd no- 


| X | thing but Drudgery for theſe Servants, whom they 
_ thought not worthy of Two Eyes. Surely they ne- 
2% ver intended them the Honour of being Soldiers! 


for if their right Eye was put out, what had they 
to fight with, when their Shield cover'd the left, 
5 and made it uſeleſs to them in Battle? If they had 
3 loſt both Eyes, they would have been of no Uſe 
* | at all: But one Eye, and the left one too, would 
. ſerve well enough for Slavery. And what would 
Slaves be the better for any Covenant they had 
3% made with their Tyrants ? Unreaſonable and cru- 
* | el to demand their own Conſent, at once to be- 
= miſh, weaken and enſlave them! To leave a laſting 
1 Mark of Infamy and Reproach on them, and to 
: 8 make them incapable of Self · Defence! No bet- 
+ ter Terms than we can hope for from IAdolat ers, 
and profeſſed Enemies to the People of God. 

1 2 6. TheEffz& this haughty Demand had on the 
= Trvaded. It awaken'd them that were aſleep. It 
—_ open'd their Eyes that were before wilfully blind. 
3 | The Danger of One Eye made them ſee more 
19 clearly with both what Treatment they might | 
-afterwards expect from their Invaders. It unde- 
ceiv'd thoſe that flatter'd. themſelves with 1 


GI 
of more Kindneſs from them, than from their 
offended Brethren. This forc'd them into Aſſo- 
ciations, to own their Brethren, and addreſs their 
Sovereign. V. 3, 4. And the Elders of Jabth ſaid 
unto him, give us ſeven Days reſpite, that we may 
fend Meſſengers unto all the Coaſts of Iſrael. Then 
came the Meſſengers unto Gibeah of Saul, and told 
the tidings'in' the Ears of the People, &c. And they 
told him, (viz. Saul) the Tidings of the Men of 
| Fabeſh. And this gave Sæul an Opportunity to 
ſhew his Princely Qualifications, his Affection to 
them, his Conduct and Valour in their Defence. 
This fir'd him with a Divine Rage, and drew 
all the People to attend him in a ſucceſsful En- 
gagement with a daring Foe, Ver. 11, 12, 13. 
And it was fo on the morrow, that Saul put the peo- + 
, ple in three Companies, and they came into the midſt 
of the hoſt in the morning watch, and flew the Ammo- 
mites until the heat of the day; and it came to paſs” 
y that they which remained were ſcattered, ſo that rivo 
| of them were not left together. And the People ſaid 
| to Samuel, who is he that ſaid, ſhall Saul reign over 
4 us? Bring the Men that we may put them to death: 
: And Saul ſaid, there ſhall not a Man be put to death. 
5 this day, for to day the Lord hath wrought Salvati- 
5 on in Iſrael. Had theſe Children of Ammon been. 
more modeſt in their Demands, had they been 


5 content with their Surrender and Homage vpon 
| lower Terms, they might have been Maſters of 
C that Country, and had eſcap d this bloody Slaugh-+ _. 
. ter: But a wiſe and juſt Sod ſometimes ſuffers his 
. Enemies to riſe to ſuch Heights, that chey may 
e precipitate themſelves by their own Devices. | 4 
1 We had a wonderful Inftance of this in bar 30 
- Time, when the (laviſh Complaiſance of ſome Sort = 
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(12) 
of Proteſtants, had perſwaded a Popiſh Prince, and 
his furious Counſellors, that we were a People 
prepar d for the Yoke, and would give up our 
right Eyes if demanded. This tranſported them 
into ſuch extravagant Proceedings, and into ſuch 
violent Courſes, as open d the Eyes of many, who. 
before had ſhut them, and haſten'd the happy and 


glorious Revolution; to which, under the Divine 


Bleſſiag, we owe all our Thankſgiving Days ſince. 
Wie come now. to confider the other Occaſion 
of this Aſſembly in the Text; viz. 


Il. Vrael's Deliverance : And this was a donble 


one, as that is, which we are tl Day thankfully 


to commemorate: An Invaſion prevented; A Vie 
ctory obtain'd, 

1. Here was an Invaſion prevented, No Breach 
was made in their Walls: No Entrance into their 
City: No Deſolation was made among them: 
Here was a Threatning, but no Execution. All 
the Miſeries they intended, were prevented. 

And ſuch a Mercy as this we are to bleſs 
God for this Day. An Invaſion was attempred on 
this Iſland a few Months ago. How fatal this 
would have been, had it ſucceeded, we may ap- 
prehend by the Bloody Enemy that contriv'd-it, 


and the deſperate one thar headed it: A Young 


Pretender, who came to make the bigheſt Fortunes 
out of the moſt fool-ſh Pretenſions, and whoſe bad 
Cauſe oblig d him to be deſperate in every En- 
ter prize that he undertook. 

Had he landed, what Ravages might we expect 
from one who was a Popiſu Uſurper, under the 
Influence of a Popsſh Tyrant ? Had he conquer d 
* we muſt have hides: Slaves under a French. Go- 

yernment, 


| (48) 

vernment, and a Popiſi Religion. Had we been 
put to the Trouble and Coſt of expelling him, 
what ſad Marks of his Revenge would he have 
left behind him? How many Perſons, nay, how- 
many Towns would have felt the Bloody Rage 
of a repuls'd and diſappointed Pretender ? For 
(alas I) we were not all of one Mind in this Na- 
tion : Our own Diviſions would have made Work 
for au Enemy, and Woe for us. The Invaders 
would have found too many Friends amongſt us, 
and we too many treacherous Hearts: Who can 
recount all the Calamitys of an Inteſtine War? 

Beſides thoſe already mentioned, every Part 
of a Nation is continually diſturb'd with Reports 
and Alarms more terrifying than Death it ſelf. 
No Place is free from the Danger of ſome fatal 
Surprizes; Inſurrections and Rebellions continu- 
ally ſtarting up here and there (and it may be in 
many Places at once) in the Land: And who are 
more cruel than they, who are forc'd to put off 
Humanity and Natural Affection, and maſter all their 
Endearments and Obligations to their Country and 
Religion, that they may become our Enemies? And 
ſuch God ſav'd us from when he kept off a Fo- 
reign Power from landing. He fav'd us not only 
from an Enemy without, but from a worſe within, 

As nothing does more loudly ſpeak God's An- 

ger againſt a Nation, than the Diſaſter of a Civil 
War; ſoit as loudly proclaims his Favour to us, 
that he gyarded our Coaſts, and kept out thoſe 
which would have torn and rent us in our very 
Bowels; that he preſerved our Navy from Harm, 
in the Chaſe of the Enemy; char he ſent the ſame 

. Blaſt upon cheirs, that he did upon Sexacherib's 
Army, Iſa. XXXVII. 29. And wade them wo 
Cf al 
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back by the way , by which ke: They returmd 
indeed, K with their Pride veil'd, and their 
Deſigns balk'd. They return'd; but with their 
Charges loſt, and their Hopes and Hearts ſunk:' 
They verurn'd with the Reproach and Shame of 
having been mock'd and impos'd upon by the 

falſeſt Repreſentations. 
2. Here was a great Victory obtain d over the 
Enemy, V. 11. And it was ſo on the morrom that Saul 
the people in three Companys, and they came into 
the midſt of the hoſt in the morning Watch, and ſlew 
the Ammonites until the beat of the day, ail it cane: 
to paſs that they which remained were ſcattered, ſo that 
two of them were not left together. They who were 
lately affrighted and diſpirited with the big 
Words and Inſults of the Ammonites, have now the 
Courage to face and fight them in the open Field: 
And God bleſs'd them with Succeſs, that iſſud in 
the moſt Bloody Slaughter, and total Diſperſion 
of the Enemy. He gave them a juſt Revenge 
for their threatned lavaſion. | 
Such was the ſignal Glorious Victory which God 
gave Her Majeſtys Arms in Conjunction with thoſe 
of ker Allies under the Command of John Duke of 
Mirlborough, Captai n- General of her Land- Forres, 
near Audenarde in Flanders. This was a Victory 
that certainly deſerved the Solemnity of a Thanks- 
giving Day. If we conſider what great Numbers 
were ſlain and taken Priſoners; and how many 
of Qualicy had tneir great Spirits mortify'd, and 
their high Titles and Badges of Honour diſ- 
grac'd with unlook'd for Melancholy Captivity, 
beſides the many & rd and Colours which we 
took, together With other Trophies of Victory 
over a broken aud coafoul ded Army: $: 9 0 
l '9 
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God's righteous. Vindication of cur Cauſe, and his 
deſerved Vengtance on them, for their moſt unjuſt 
_ Attempt to irvade their Neighbours Land which 
they had no Right to; for their undertaking} to 
detend the falſeſt Titles, and to dethrone the maſt 
righttul Sovereign, that they may fer up Kings of 

their own making. And whatever Succeſſes God 
nas ſince granted us by Sea or Land, or may yet 
grant us, our daring and inſolent Foes may ac- 
count them as Effects of bis ladignat ion pour d 
upon them, for all the Miſeries and Deſolations 
which they would have brought upon our Land. 
This double Deliverance has unravell'd and ru- 
ib'd a vaſt Scheme projected by French Councils, 


and to have been acted here and beyond the Seas. 


How can we hear of ſuch Things, aud not feel our 


ſelves gratefully _jmpreſs's upon! Shall not we 
now ſay, What ſhall we render to the Lord far al 


his Benefits? And this leads to | 


The Second Thing | have to do; which is to 
ſnew how thoſe reſcu'd ſraelites improv'd this 
Occaſion, and iu my Text we ſhall find they make 


both a Civil and Religious Improvement of all this. 


And to make this Application proper to us, I 


ſhall give you theſe Two lnferences from the 


whole, viz. 1. That the Enemies of Gad's Peale are 
wicked and unreaſonable Men And 2. when God de- 
livers us from ſuch Enemies, it ſhould ſettle us among 
our ſelves, and unite us all in the Praiſes of God. 

1. That the Enemies oſ God's People are wietted aud 
unreaſonabie Men: And ſuch are ours. Are they 
not Ammonites reviv'd in their Tempers and high 


Demands? And is M not a Proud Impetious Na+ 
haſh at the Head of them? What do they demand 


of us leſs chan our right. Eyes, when they 1 
| b nmave 


(16) 
have us extinguiſh the Light of our Iſrael, and re- 
nounce our Natural Sovereign to admit a blind 
Thing inſtead of Her? What dothey demand of 

us leſs than our right Eyes, when they would have 
us not uſe our own Eyes, that we may ſee with 
the Eyes of their Prieſts? When they would have 
us yield to an Implicit Faith, which has neither 
the Reaſon of a Man, nor the Faith of a Chriſtian 
in it? What do they demand leſs than our right 
Eyes, when they wonld have us give up our Reli- 
gion and Bibles ? without which had wean Hundred 
Eyes, they would all be but blind Guides to us. 
In fine, what leſs do they demand, when they 
, would have us betray our Liberties and Properties, 
which ſhould be as dear to us as a /h. Eye? 
Are not theſe as cruel and unreaſonable as thoſe 
in the Context that demanded to thruſt out all 
their right Eyes? How juſt is a War with ſuch in- 
humane Foes ?. We ſhoulddeſerve to be ſtrip'd of 
all the Priviledges of our Nature, if we contribute 
not what we can to the vanquiſhing of theſe Ene- 
mies of Mankind. One would think them forſaken 
of their Humanity, and which is worſe, forſaken of 
God too, who ſuffer not only one, but both their 
Eyes to be thruſt out, that they may correſpond, 
and be confederate with ſuch Men, againſt God 
and Religion; againſt their Country, and againſt 
all the [atereſts that ſhould be dear unto them. 
If our Modern Mahaſh had ever prevailed thro' 
ſuch perfidious and mean ſpirited Gileaditès (as I 
hope he never will) he would have thought them 
fic for no other Service, than having put out 
their right Eyes to make thin grind in his Mill. 
We may then heartily joyn in the Apoſtle's 
Prayer, that God would deliver us from theſe wicked 


and 


Eat had Doe abs: 
n 


| and unztgſonable. Me ; and as, heartily joyn in 2 
Conſort ot 'Praiſe to him when he anſwers ſuch 
Prayers; which leads to the next Inference. 
4. When God delivers us from ſuch Enemies? 4 
2 us among ſt our ſelves, and unit e 1 41 
in the Praiſes of Gad. Come let us, Cc. Ver., 14, 15. 
Pr Jhould ſettle us amongſt our ſelves. This Ef- 
feet it bed upoh Jabeſſ-Gilead ; their Elders har- . 
"moniz'd in Council among themſelves, and all 
"agreed in oe Thing, 1 Sam. XI. 3. Ard the El- 
"ders of Fabeſh ſaid. unto him, give i ſeven Days r- 
Pitt, chat we may ſend Meſſengers to! all-the Coaſts of 
Tj-att. They had been eſtranged from the other 
i Tribes of 15 , 484 difaiſeted anto chems becanſe 
of ſome formen cruct Ulzge from them ; but ndw 
' they fend e el, to them; and confer withtheth: 
"Theif mutual Tedrs quepch d their unbratherly 
| Hes, ee (9108 to a new keene and 
*Þrothertinefs among them, V. 4. Then came the 
"Meſſengers to Cibeals of Sali, and told the Ti dings in 
the Ears of the People, and all the People lift up their 


23 and wept. 


Bur: His did hot öniy compoſe the People 4. 
mong themſeltes; but it better diſpoſed them to 
their Soveretpn, Ver. 5. They unayimouſty _ — 
dow bim as their Head, V. 7. And the Fear of the + 

Lord fell on the People, and the canis i, viz. af- 
ter Saul and Samuel, ibid. And there was ſuch ah 
üöniyerſal Concord chat it gave them an happy 
Preſige of Vale), V. 9. Aud they” ſaid unto, the 


Miſſepgers that kame, to. morrow. by that time the 4 
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This ſoftned and moderated them. is true: 
And *rwou'd be better with us if Fears and Dan- 
gers, and a common Enemy had ſuch a kindly In- 


Agence upon all the People of Great Britain. 
However, this was a Temper that became them, 
after their Deliverance, as well as before it: For 
this double Mercy was proper both to work them 


into ſuch a Temper, and to keep them in it; as 


is evident from Samuel's Carriage after the Victo- 
ry, V. 14 Then ſaid Samuel to the People, come let 


us go to Gilgal, and renew the Kingdom there. That 
wiſe and good Man thought it now a ſeaſonable 


Conjuncture ro heal the Divifiens of the People; 
to compoſe Matters of Difference amongſt them, 
which kept the Kingdom in an unſettled Poſture, 


too advantagions for the next Aſſauk of an Inſo- 


lent Adverſary. He thought this a fit Oppor- 
tunity to reconeile them to their King, and his 


Government who before would not fwear there- 


PI 


un to. | | a | 

And now that God has own'd Queen ANNE 
by ſo many Victories and Triumphs, and Delive- 
rances; all ſhould more gratefully recognize her 
for their Sovereign. Merhimks there ſhould not 


be one Jacobite now left in the Land; not one that 


will not take the Oaths of Allegiance and Abjura- 
tion; not one that will harbour the leaſt fayoura- 
ble Thought of a Popifh Pretender, in Oppoſition 
to ſuch a Queen, and a Proteſtant Succeſliog. 
Who can now be falſe to her and her Government, 
which Heaven is ſo faithful and kind to? 
Every Victory ſhould be like the renewing the 
Kingdom at Gig, ſhould extinguiſh all former 
Animoſities, and bury old Injuries: Every Thenks- 
giving for Victory ſhould be as a freſh * 


Cu). : 


| to our Queen i in reciprocal Aſſurances of Pro- 
te 


ion and Allegiance, between Her Majeſty and all 


her Subjects; 200 ſnould add new Strength to all 
the Bonds of Peace and Union amongſt our ſelves. 
And this would the better fic us for the praiſing, 


God, which leads us to the next Thing. 


2. It ſhould unite us all in the Praiſes of God: 
When they had renew'd the Kingdom for Sax 


thea they Sacrific'd to God, as in my Text; And 745 


the People went to Gilgal, and there they made Saul King 
before the Lord in Gilgal, and there they ſacrificed Sax 
crifices of Peace- Offerings before the Lord; and there 
Saul and all the Men of Iſrael. rejoyced greatly. 
They Sacrificed Peace-Offerings, Now there were 


Three Sorts of theſe. 
1. Such as were the Performance of a Vow | 


which they made to God, of offering him fuch a 
Sacrifice, when they receiv'd the Benefit; por 
were called Nedarim.  . 

2. Or ſuch as were freely made beforehand, 
in Hope God would beſtow the Benefit; whic 
Sacrifice was called Nedeboth, a voluntary Offer- 
ing. 

Teſe Two were in the Nature of Prayers for 
the obtaining ſuch Bleſſings as they deſir'd and 


hop'd for. But 1 ſhall not inſiſt much on them. 


. There were Peace- Offerings, which were 
thankful Acknewledgements to God for Benefits re- 
ceiv'd, and were called Totheh. And theſe were 
the Shelamim which were chiefly offer d to God 
by theſe grateful Victors. 

And ſuch we are to pay to our God this 
Day. A Tribute of Thaykgiving and Praiſe. 
ſhould moſt humbly own him, as the ſole Ab- 
thor of all our Delirerances. We ſhould wich 
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ckaowledge. God's unmerited Kindneſs tous. 
In ſhort, to give him our Hearts; to glorifie 
him with our, Souls and Bodies; to preſent our 
ſelves a living, holy, acceptable Sacre to him; 
to ſerve him with our Subſtange. Theſe are our 
beſt Thaik-offerings, Heb. XIII. 15. Let us there- 
fore offer the Sacrifice of Praiſe to God continually, that 
is the fruit of our Lips, giving thauks to bis Name: 
But to do good and to communicate, forget not, for 
with ſac h Seer ces God is well pleaſed. Oh that Men 
would praiſe the Lord for his goodneſs, aud his won- 
derful Works to the Children of Men, Let them ſa- 
criſice the Sacrifice of Thankſpiving, and declare his 
Work with 7 ejoycing. Pſal. CV II. T3. 22. To con- 


clude, we mult look that theſe our Peace- Offer: 


77 


ings be rightly qualify'd, for theſe were to be 


without Blemiſh, freely, liberally, and ſpeedily 


offer'd, and in the Name of a Mediatour. 


& FT „ 


l. Wichout Blemiſh. "Theſe Thapk-offerings 


were 


q 


ca). 


were Topk'd upon as more holy than both the 


other Sorts of Peace-Offerinigs' were. Therefofe: 


q Sacrifice fyr ThanklpiVing was to be cart. the 
fame Day that it was offer'd, Lev. VII.15. The fleſh 


7 


of the Sacrifice of his Peace-Offerings for thankſgroing 


ſhall be eaten the ſame day that be offers bit Sacrifict, 
be ſhall not leave am of it "till the Morning , td 


maintain the Honour and Dignity of it: That it 


might not be in Danger of being corrupted or 
turn'd to any profane Uſe, or gratify Mens Co- 
yetouſneſs.” If we praiſe God, regarding Iniqui- 
ty in our Hearts; if our Thank-Offerings be not 
accompany'd with ſincere Purpoſes of forſaking 
eyery evil Way, our Hearts are at Enmity with 
God, while our Offerings bear the Title of Peace. 
We put God off with ſome Airy Applauſes, while 
our Luſts have the real. Cummendations of our 
eart. How can we be ſaid ta praiſe Gpd for 
our Deliverances, while we hold that faſt which 
diſparages all the Glorious Perſections diſplay'd in 
them, and Will nor part with the Sins which will 
make us miſimprove and abuſe them, and turn 
them to Snares to us? No Thankſgiviugs can be 
acceptable to God, that are not tender'd to him 

with pare Hands and holy Hearts. 
2. They muſt be Free-will Offerings. Tho? not 
in the ſame Senſe that the other Sort of Peace- 
Offerings are called voluntary; viz. becauſe Meg 
were not bound to offer them except they pleas d. 
They might have omitted them if they had 4 
Mind; I ſay not in that Senſe; for Thank-Of= 
ering for Favours receiv d are God's Due, and 
en are oblig'd to render them ta him whe- 
ther they do it or no. Tis eyery Man's Duty te 
be zhagkful to Od for his Benefits; and — 
Ce | 5 
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do it willingly. Whatever Service we offer to 
God, it ſhould be with a willing Mind. You that 
live in the Country, ſhould not grudge God 
2 Thankſgiving-Day in a Time of Harveſt; 
this may be a Means to make. it a joyſul one. 
Our Obedience to Divine Providence and the 
Queen's Proclamation ſhould be /o willing, that 
it may appear we are not forc'd to the Work of 
this Day by any Thing except by our Senſe of the 
Greatneſs of the Mercy receiv'd, and of our Uu- 
worthineſs of it. 3 
3. They muſt be ſpeedy Offerings. And this 
is another Reaſon why the Sacrifice of Peace-Of- 
fering for Thankſgiving was to be eaten the ſame 
Day that ic was offerr'd, becauſe it being a thank- 
ful Acknowlegement of Bleſfings already be- 
ſtow'd they were to make a quick and ſpeed 

Return. Thanking God is Work that, mult no 

be delay d. We muſt not defer praiſing him and 
ng good to others, till to morrow. Whate- 
ver lnitance of our Gratitude he requires of us 
to Day, we muſt not defer it to we know not 
what Time hereafter, We ſoon forget Gods 
Mercies, and ſooner looſe the Reliſh of them: 
And therefore we ſhould offer to God his Juſk 
Praiſes while the demory and Sweetneſs af them 
are freſh in our Minds, TO ne, 

4. They muſt be Liberal Offerings. Theſe 
Peace-Offerings were wholly due to God; but to 
expreſs his Bounty and Frieadſhip, he would give 
others a Share with him. Having excepted a 
ſmall Part for himſelf, he divided all the reſt to 
the Prieſt, to the Officer, and to the invited 
ueſts. We don't find that God appointed a 
ird or Fowl in Peace-Offerings. That would 
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Name of a Mediatour. Heb. XIII. 15. 1 5 
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have been too par ſimoniousifor ſuch à Diſtribo- 


tion. A Bird would hove made but a Jejune 
Feaſt at God's Table. Upon ſach Occaſions of 
Thankſgiving, we ſhould not be ſtreighened in 
our Spirits towards God, nor in our Hands to the 
Poor, We ſhould have greater Reſolutions and 
Deſigns. for him and more Love to all Mankind. 
When God * liberally we ſhould imitate him. 

ifts we ſhould obſerve, not only Prin- 
ciple but Proportion. The Werd of God ſhews 
us how and in what Manner we are to gide ; His 


Bounty tells how much, Even a we have received, 
1 Cor. XVI. Concerning the Collection for the Saints, 
Let every one of you lay up by him in Store as Cad 


has proſpered him. 


Laſily, We are to preſent them to God in the 


i. e. Jeſus, (Ver. 12) let us offer the Sacrifice, & 2 
In all our Peace-Offerings we ſhould always af- 


fectionately remember him that made our Peace 


by ſhedding his own moſt precious Blood. This 
is our only expiatory Sacrifice: Ours are but Ex- 
chari ſtical, or Thankſgiviugs for his. It was his 
Offering of himſelf that procur d our Peace: Ours 
are but the Tokens of it. If our Peace were not 
made with God for us, by another, our Peace- 
Offerings would meet with nothing but Wrath 


from him, They would be further Provocati- 


ons, if that Great Propitiatory had not made 
Way for them. | 
We ſhould then gratefully own the-Redeemer,] 


by obeying him as our King, who ſubdued our 


Enemies for us; by truſting in him as our High- 
Prieſt, whoſe Attonement 1s the Foundation of 
all our Peace with God; and alſo by W 
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and imitating him as our Prophet and our Pat- 
tern. | 
The Jews tell us that the Gentiles were pefmit- 
ted to offer Whole Burnt:Offerings, as ſimple Ac- 
knowledgements of the Creator of the World, 
and as Means of imploring his Bleſſing : But they 
had not the Liberty to offer them to God as 
"Treſpaſs Offerings and Peace- Offerings. Let vs then 
bleſs God this Day for this our peculiar Privi- 
ledge that we have not only great Occaſion of 


Thankſgivings, but that We may thro'the Grace 


of our Redeemer preſent them tò God in an ac- 
ceptable Manner.. „„ 
Thus we ſhould take Care dur Thankſgivings 
be rightly qualify'd, that ſo God may not lofe 
the Honour of his paſt Favours, nor we the Zope 
of more yet to come, but may have many ſuch 
Days as this, wherein Queen ANNE and att 
England may rejoyce greatly. 


